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Ijjie railway interest. Gradually working his way, as the re¬ 
sult of his active business habits, he, in 1855, became Superin¬ 
tendent of the York district of the North Eastern Railway. This 
Appointment he subsequently exchanged for that of General 
l^ddanager of the Birkenhead Railway, which he held about two 
^ears, when his successful management attracted the attention of 
the Directors of the London and North-Western Railway, who 
secured his services in the important position of Goods Manager 
of that undertaking. This office he retained till his appointment 
as Assistant General Manager of the same Company. Although 
Mr. Mason was a self-made man, having risen from comparative 
obscurity to the responsible position of sub-manager of the most 
influential railway company in the country, yet he -was a person 
of cultivated mind, having always a keen taste for the beautiful 
in art, and an ardent love for science, especially for astronomy. 
His astronomical inclinations led him to seek the Fellowship of 
the Royal Astronomical Society, to which he was elected on the 
14th of February, 1862. Mr. Mason was a first-rate man of 
business, and was greatly respected by all with whom he was 
brought into contact on railway affairs ; for his frank and genial 
manners made him one of the most popular of railway men,and 
his death was universally deplored. Mr. Mason died at his 
residence, 22 Albert Road, Regent’s Park, on the 14th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1869, in the forty-seventh year of his age, leaving a wife, 
two sons, and a daughter, to mourn his loss. His funeral in the 
churchyard of Stoke Pogis was attended by more than a hundred 
of his railway friends, who have erected a memorial-stone over 
his grave as a mark of the respect in which they held him. 

The late John George Perry was born on the 3rd of 
May, 1802. He was a pupil of the celebrated Surgeon Henry 
Earle, and commenced his professional career at St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, of which he subsequently became a governor. For 
many years Mr. Perry was surgeon of the St. Marylebone 
Infirmary, and in 1829 he succeeded Mr. Earle as surgeon of the 
Foundling Hospital, a post which he held for fourteen years. 
In 1834 he was elected a governor, and continued a member of 
the committees of management of that institution and of St. 
Bartholomew’s until his death, always taking an active part in 
promoting their interests. 

He was for six years secretary to the Royal Medical Chirurgical 
Society during the presidency of Sir Benjamin Brodie. In 1843 
he was appointed, at the recommendation of Sir Benjamin Brodie, 
an inspector of prisons, when he retired from his profession as a 
surgeon, much to the regret of his colleagues and friends. 

In his new career he displayed the same assiduity and zeal 
which had always characterised him, and he received the com¬ 
mendations of Sir James Graham in the House of Commons for 
his public services. One of his most beneficial recommendations 
was the incorporation of a large number of the smaller borough 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at University of North Dakota on May 31, 2015 


i-i to the Fifty-first Annual General Meeting, 103 

| oo l 
loi 
H1 

prisons into tlie county prisons, thereby placing the prisons 
Idinder more efficient management, and effecting a great saving of 
Expense. He was appointed one of the visitors of the prison for 
;|!uvenile offenders at Parkhurst, and one of the commissioners of 
S dillbank prison. 

I CO I * 

^ Notwithstanding his official duties, Mr. Perry took an active 
interest in several branches of science; for some time he was on 
the Council of the Zoological Society. Although his avocations 
prevented him from making regular astronomical observations, 
he, nevertheless, made himself well acquainted with astronomical 
phenomena, and availed himself of such opportunities as a London 
residence permitted for familiarising himself with such objects as 
could be studied with a 3j-inch telescope. In i860 he took 
part in the Himalaya Eclipse Expedition, and made some ob¬ 
servations from his station near Burgos. 

Owing to the impaired state of his health, Mr. Perry felt it 
necessary to resign his appointment in the summer of 1869, and 
after much bodily suffering he died at the age of sixty-seven, in 
January 1870. 

Arthur Kett Barclat* was born on the 20th of June, 1806. 
He was educated at Harrow, having previously been instructed by 
a tutor, under whom he acquired much information in chemistry 
and geology. During the years 1829 to 1833 he made the tour 
of north and south Europe. In early life he was much associated 
with Faraday, and subsequently became a Fellow of the Astro* 
nomical, Geological, and Geographical Societies; and in 1852 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. At the age of 
twenty he was actively engaged in the brewery of Barclay, 
Perkins, and Co., where he continued an acting partner until 
nearly the end of his life. 

He was one of the treasurers to the Commissioners of the 
Great Exhibition of 1851. He was a magistrate and deputy- 
lieutenant of the county of Surrey, and was also captain of the 
Dorking troop of yeomanry until the regiment was disbanded 
in 1837. # 

He took an active part in the politics of the country as 
a strong Conservative, though he would never consent to be 
brought forward as a candidate. 

He studied astronomy for some years at Norbury, near 
Croydon, where he had a small observatory of his own con¬ 
struction. In 1848 he built the observatory at Bury Hill. The 
revolving dome was by Ransomes and May of Ipswich, and the 
equatorial 8-inch object-glass by Troughton and Simms. 

Though much engaged in business and county work, he 
assiduously continued his observations until he was struck down 
by paralysis in 185 5. Happily his mind was not affected, though 
he never again was able to continue his w T ork; and after nearly 

* This obituary notice of Mr. A. K. Barclay was received too late for 
insertion in the last Annual Report. 
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